
FOUND POETRY

LESSON 6

4TH GRADE

MRS. SEFCHIK



MATERIALS

FOR THIS LESSON



MATERIALS



OBJECTIVES

OF THIS LESSON



OBJECTIVES

To learn about, discuss, and write found poems. To show how 
students can “find” poetry everywhere, including in an already 
written text. Srtudents will create an erasure poem.



What is Found Poetry?

Types of Found Poetry:

Erasure/Blackout, Cento, Free Form Remix, Cut-Up Collage

Using words and phrase from other sources to create original work. 

Sources of Found Poetry

Books. Poems. Magazines. Speeches. Newspapers.Billboards. Song titles + lyrics.

(ALWAYS name your source.)



Found Poetry Examples

Poem Source:
The Legend of Sleepy Hollow by Washington Irving 
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History of Found Poetry
Erasure:
First one was created by Doris Cross in 1965 

with her “Dictionary Columns.”
Present day – Austin Kleon (writer and artist)

Cut-Up Collage: 
1883 Lewis Carroll; 1920s Dada artists and writers; 1959 Brion Gysin 
1960s William Burroughs; 1977 William Burroughs + Brion Gysin 

Cento:
3rd or 4th century A.D. First Free Form Remix



Found Poetry Examples

https://www.flickr.com/photos/rainscatsndogs
Source: Sounds – blackout poetry,
Craftykrafter, Pinterest/Flickr Metonymicalpen.com,

A Conversation with Henry: New Erasures (2)

http://metonymicalpen.com/2012/03/31/a-conversation-with-henry-new-erasures-2/


INSTRUCTIONS



Writing Time, Step 
1

Use a pencil first to 
underline the words
you want to use.

Don’t be afraid to 
erase until you get 
just the right words 
you want  to form 
your found poem.
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Writing Time, Step 
1

Use a pencil first to 
underline the words
you want to use.

Don’t be afraid to 
erase until you get 
just the right words 
you want  to form 
your found poem.



Writing Time, Step 
2

Then, outline
your selected 
words
with marker.



Writing Time, Step 
3

Once you have your poem 
the way you want it, start 
“erasing” the remaining 
text by using a marker.



POEM SHARING!



Poems written during class.
Mrs. Leas



Cressida Cowell reading prologue of “How to Train Your Dragon.”( 0 to 1:00; 2:30 to 4:05)



What did you learn about 
Found Poetry?



EXTENSION ACTIVITIES

• Cut out words and phrases from a magazine or newspaper and 
create a poem from them.

• Write a found poem using the titles of your favorite songs.

• Photocopy a page of your favorite book at home and create an erasure poem 
with it. 

• Check out the youth page of the Poetry Foundation’s web site to read and listen 
     to more poetry!
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• Videos courtesy YouTube

• Images from Pexels and Pixabay

• https://www.poetryfoundation.org/harriet-books/2014/04/who-is-doris-cross

• http://www.foundpoetryreview.com/

• https://poetryschool.com/assets/uploads/2016/01/Linda-Black-The-Cento.pdf

• https://www.pinterest.es/pin/12807180160375740/?amp_client_id=CLIENT_ID(_)&mweb_
unauth_id=&simplified=true

• https://www.masterclass.com/articles/how-to-write-blackout-poetry-and-erasure-
poetry#what-is-erasure-poetry

• https://tumblr.austinkleon.com/post/166821509471
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