
INTRODUCTION

WELCOME TO ARTS LINK

with Miss Alicia



WHAT IS STORY?

TELLING OUR OWN TALES



OBJECTIVES

• Introduce the ArtsLink Program with Miss Alicia and the creative 
writing and storytelling we will be practicing over 20 weeks.
• In discussing our favorite stories and why we like them, students will 

observe how much they already know about how stories work.
• Begin study of character traits with example from Wizard of Oz and 

note character traits are revealed through behavior.
• Understand difference between emotions and character traits
• Teachers will share lists of character traits with students and help 

them select a combination of positive, negative & neutral traits.
Lesson may carry over to week two.



MATERIALS

FOR THIS LESSON



MATERIALS

• Writers always have a notebook (paper) & pencil close at hand 
so we can write down good ideas before we forget them!
• Use a dedicated ArtsLink folder to save writing and drawings so 

you don’t lose them.
• Blank person outline graphic organizer is available for teachers 

to share with students as we begin our study of character traits.





Opening activity

Theatre stretching 
warm up.



PASS OR PLAY!
OUR FAVORITE STORIES ARE …



DISCUSS
WHAT IS IT ABOUT THESE STORIES THAT WE LIKE?



STORY APPEAL

• Characters
• Theme or lesson (justice)
• Setting / world
• Magic
• Emotional effect
• Connection (familiarity)
• Learning – other perspectives
• Entertainment (excitement & adventure)



VOCABULARY
WORDS WE USE WHEN WE TALK ABOUT STORIES



VOCABULARY
• PROtagonist or main character

• (hero) wants something but has to overcome challenging 
obstacles to get it

• ANTagonist or villain
• (shadow) creates conflict

• Supporting characters
• teacher, temptation, messenger, clown, guard, ally (friend)

• Ensemble story

• Character traits - words that describe character’s personality or 
qualities that make them who they are







What do the characters do in this scene that tells us who they are?





MISS ALICIA IS… 

CURIOUS,
CLUMSY,

AND
CREATIVE.



REFERENCES

• The Wonderful Wizard of Oz. L. Frank Baum with pictures by 
W.W. Denslow. Geo M Hill Co. Chicago/New York. 1900 (public 
domain).

• Movie clip, MGM’s The Wizard of Oz. 1939.
• Owl clip art licensed.



ongoing extension activity

Ask friends and family to share a story with 
you – either one of their favorites or one 
from their own life.

What can we learn from sharing stories?


