
IT’S SHOWTIME!!



POETRY READING!

Part 1: Poetry Out Loud 



We are delving into our 
new project and it’s all 
about poetry! That may 
not sound like your cup of 
tea (IDIOM) but I think by 
the end you’ll find that 
poems are easy to read 
and perform. And 
understanding them is like 
solving a puzzle 
sometimes.



Thanks for coming out to the  
Drums Elementary Poetry Jam!

By the end of four classes you all will have taken part in a poetry reading.  
Yes you! Even if you don’t know what a reading is, or how a poem sounds, or 
what’s the capitol of Australia… it’s ok! We’re going to take this one step at 
a time. So let’s begin with…



Vocab



Group 
poem 

A group poem is one that is performed… wait for it…by 
a group of people.  Wild! Yes some poems are read by 
more than just one person. Every reader has a set part. 
They rehearse together so everyone knows when  it’s 
their turn to speak.

The 
night

Creeps 
in 

Around my 
head 



Stanza A stanza is one section of a poem. Think of it like a paragraph. 





This next poem is about the 
cafeteria at Drums Elementary.

So let’s start with how exactly a poetry reading works. Poetry 
readings are when a group of people take turns reading poems 
in front of an audience. They could be poems they wrote 
themselves or ones written by other people.  



Coming up next is Mr. 
Gould with his poems 
about summer vacation.

There is usually a host who welcomes everyone and introduces each 
person before they read.  You are usually allowed 3 poems or 10 
minutes.  A lot of readings happen in coffee shops o book stores.  



It’s the Super Bowl of 
high school poetry!

But there are also competitions where people read poems for money or 
prizes.  One such case is the Poetry Out Loud competition.  This is a 
contest for high school students that takes place across the country. 



It all started in 2005 by 
The National 
Endowment For The 
Arts.  Each year they 
choose a certain 
number of established  
poems and put them on 
their website.  If you 
want to compete you 
pick 3 poems and 
memorize them. 



Your going down, 
Scranton! Eat dirt!

Then your school registers and has a competition.  If you win you get to 
compete against other schools from your area.  After that you move on 
to compete against people from all over the state.



If you become the top reader in your state then you move onto 
nationals.  At every level is a new group of judges to try and impress. 
You might represent Pennsylvania in Washington DC and now you go up 
against one person from every state. The winner receives $50,000!



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RRCqOhKiz9A


My next poem is 
about today’s group 
poem instructions. 

😱
INSTRUCTIONS

📝



•Today you are going to get your feet wet (IDIOM) in the 
world of poetry readings. You will come up in groups and work 

together to recite stanzas that I give you.
•Don’t worry about memorization. Everyone will have bite size 
amounts of words.  Not having to worry about your words will allow 
you to focus more on performing. 
•Together we can talk about what would work better to 

enhance the reading. 


