


Biographical  
Soundtrack

Part 3: Making The Pitch



REMEMBER LAST WEEK?



Last week we continued finding out about Lin-Manuel Miranda’s 
Hamilton: An American Musical. We found out that he had to choose 
what parts of the Hamilton biography he wanted to use in the show.



I decided to cut out his 
time wearing diapers. 

Then he had to turn that information into 46 different songs 
and make sure that it still made sense. 



Then he had to turn that information into 46 different songs and 
make sure that it still made sense. The song titles ran from 
straightforward to poetic.  



Wow! Amelia 
Earhart hated 
coffee !

Then your groups shared with me all the facts you have 
gathered about your biography subjects.  Just like Hamilton 
these ranged from small quirks about the people to major life 
events. 



Hamilton: An American Musical! This went on to become one of 
the top musicals of all time and changed the way a biography 
can be turned into a play.



VOCABULARY!



PRODUCER

The producers are where a show begins in the world of theater.  The get 
together all the money that is needed for the show. They will help negotiate 
contracts and set ticket prices. They also will hire the director. Along the way 
they are brought in to help with many decisions of how the show will look.  

I want Mr. M. 
to direct this 
new hit show!



PITCH

This isn’t like a pitch in baseball. When you want to have your play put into 
a big theater you may have to use a sales pitch.  The producers will want to 
hear all about your show so you have to have a rehearsed small 
presentation put together to tell them all about it. 

So, it’s a 
musical about 
oatmeal?



I could have done 47 but I 
didn’t want to show off. 

Just like any other playwrights, Lin-Manuel had to pitch his show to producers. If you 
have a great new show you can’t just show up on Broadway and expect to pick a 
theater. You have to start in the minor leagues first.



Before your show is on Broadway it will most likely start in an Off-Broadway theater. 
There are many differences between Broadway and Off-Broadway theaters.  Most 
notably is size. A Broadway theater can have 500 seats and up.  These are big houses.



An Off-Broadway theater can have anywhere from 100-499 seats.  Though these are 
smaller theaters they are still professional and get serious reviews. These are the 
theaters where up and coming playwrights bring their new work.



Here you can see the difference in the types of buildings. Not all shows that start in 
these smaller venues make it to Broadway. But all of them had to pitch their ideas to the 
Off-Broadway theater producers to take their shot. 



😱
INSTRUCTIONS

📝
🧢Instructions



•Today I want your groups to finalize your song titles. 
•While you do that, start to think of the information behind that 
song and how you would pitch it at a meeting. There are fascinating 
facts behind these song titles.
•Next week I will pretend to be the producer and listen to your 

new biography musical pitch. 


