


Biographical  
Soundtrack

Part 2: Tracking The Life Story



Remember 
last time?



Last time we laid out how biographies can be 
used as a basis for many films and TV shows.  



Reading is 
fundamental!

We then learned about Lin-Manuel Miranda and how he started 
creating popular musicals at a young age.  



Hmmm … I wonder if I 
can make something out 
of this biography.

While he was on vacation he read a biography about the founding father Alexander 
Hamilton and he decided to write some hip hop songs about him.  This led him to create…



Hamilton: An American Musical! This went on to become one of 
the top musicals of all time and changed the way a biography 
can be turned into a play.



I then had the class come up with a song title representing your 
last birthday. We heard lots of interesting titles.  I then gave 
each group a famous American to research for todays class. 



Vocab!



SHOW STOPPER

In every musical there is a song or two that might be called 
a showstopper. This is because the audience claps for so 
long afterward it literally stops the show from proceeding. 



Since we met Lin-Manuel Miranda last week, this week it’s time to find 
more about his famous musical based on a biography. How can a 
person’s life become an exciting musical? 



I decided to cut out his 
time wearing diapers. 

Lin-Manuel thought Alexander Hamilton’s life was so thrilling he knew it would make 
for a good play.  First he had to pick which parts of his life would be necessary and 
which he would unfortunately leave out.  It’s a hat choice to make for writers but it 
is very necessary. You can’t fit a whole person’s life in a two hour play. 



I could have done 47 but I 
didn’t want to show off. 

After he decided what the best parts were then he wrote the songs about them. 
Hamilton has 46 songs in total. It takes a lot of skill to make a whole life into 46 songs. 
Don’t worry.  For our project you do not need to come up with that many song titles. 



As we saw last week, the titles of the songs can have very distinct clues as to what they are 
about or can be more poetic and mysterious. Either way, the title should make want to know 
what this song is about.  And since this is a life history it’s even more intriguing since we as an 
audience know it is about something from history.  



😱
INSTRUCTIONS

📝
🧢

Instructions



•Today you are going to start working on your musical 
song titles as a group. 

•On each group lay out what information you have on your 
subject’s life. Then put these bits on information in order.  
•From here you can all decide which parts of your person’s life you 
will create song titles for. 
•Start coming up with intriguing song titles. By the end of the 

project I would like 8 from each group. 


