
CLAY MODELING

WITH SUNDAY OLANIYI



OBJECTIVES

OF THIS LESSON



OBJECTIVES

• Students will be able to describe what clay is and recognize 
clay made objects. 
• Students will be able to identify a variety of clay modeling 

materials and tools.
• Students will be able differentiate between the three basic 

methods of modeling (pinching, coil, and slab). 
• Students will be able to mold an object like a cup, pot, bowl, 

etc…



MATERIALS

FOR THIS LESSON



MATERIALS

• Scooper
• Spatula
• Pin
• Scraper
• Rolling pin
• Clay
•Water
• Sponge
• Ruler



LADI KWALI

STUDENTS WILL RECEIVE A BRIEF HISTORY ABOUT AN 
AFRICAN NIGERIAN FAMOUS POTTER LADI KWALI



MAP OF NIGERIA



CLAY MODELING INSTRUCTIONS

• Introduction to clay modelling
• Review modelling materials and 

tools 
• There are three basic methods of 

modelling:  (pinch, coil and slab) to 
mold an object like cup, pot, bowl 
etc.



PINCHING INSTRUCTIONS

• This technique involves shaping the 
clay by pinching it between the thumb 
and fingers. 
• Pinching is often used to create small, 

hollow forms like bowls, cups, and 
pots. 
• It is an excellent technique for 

beginners to develop a feel for the 
clay and control over its shape.



COILING INSTRUCTIONS

• Coiling involves rolling out long, thin 
ropes of clay and then stacking them to 
create a form. 
• The coils can be left visible for a textured 

effect, or they can be smoothed and 
blended together to create a seamless 
surface. 
• This technique is suitable for building 

larger, more complex shapes, such as 
vases or sculptures.



SLAB BUILDING INSTRUCTIONS

• Slab building involves rolling out flat, 
even sheets of clay and then cutting 
and assembling them into the desired 
shape.  
• Slabs can be used to create boxes, 

cylinders, or more complex structures. 
• This technique is ideal for creating 

geometric forms and requires careful 
attention to detail to ensure the 
edges and corners are neat and 
aligned.



PASS OR PLAY!
NAME AN OBJECT MADE WITH CLAY



VOCABULARY



VOCABULARY
• Clay
• Pinch
• Coil
• Slab
• Additive

• Subtractive
• Score
• Slip
• Texture
• Shape
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