
 

 



M.C. Escher  
The Mind, The Math, The Legend 

Who is M.C. Escher?  



What Is A tessellation? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7GiKeeWSf4s 





Maurtis Cornelis Escher was an artist from the   
Netherlands who lived from 1898-1972   

He was known for his works of repeating   
patterns.   

He had a healthy obsession with the “regular   
division of the 

plane”.   

Shapes represented by animals   
or birds are tiles across a flat   
plane in such a way that the   



spaces between them make   
other recognizable shapes.
Math Vocabulary Quadrilateral Trapezoid  
Parallelogram Symmetry  
Art Vocabulary Tessellation Contrast 



Materials:   



Paper   
Pencil   

Scissors   
Tape   

Markers   
Colored Pencils 

1. Cut a paper 10” X 10” format and set aside.  
2. Cut a small 2” x 2” format paper   
3. Draw a shape on the bottom of this paper  

from corner to corner and then cut out that  



shape   
4. Tape that shape to the top of that 

square  directly opposite from the 
bottom where you  cut it out   

5. Draw another shape on the right side of 
that  square and cut it out   

6. Tape this shape to the left side of the 
paper  opposite from the side where you 
cut it out  7. Look at this new shape and 
begin to see an  image (face, bird, animal, 
plant, reptile etc.)  8. Place this new tiny 
shape on your big 10” X  10” paper   
9. Tile this shape over the entire surface of 

the  paper   
10. Add contrasting colors to create an 

M.C.  Escher inspired tessellation 

Just for fun  

Find the geometric shapes in  



your tessellation!   
Can you find a quadrilateral?  

Parallelogram?   
Trapezoid?   

What other shapes did you  
create?  
Sources:  

https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?  
q=tbn:ANd9GcReDgqdWJF7Cry5y7WJEBm1GH2pUo6--dEZ5Q&usqp=CAU  

https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?  
q=tbn:ANd9GcSC7UmX6I6bTaBaZe4QTqOH0VzPrf6cUTFBkg&usqp=CAU  



https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.christies.com%2Fmedia  
library%2Fimages%2Ffeatures%2Farticles%2F2022%2F09%2F05-09%2Fm-c-escher-collecting-guide%2Fmc 

escher-880.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.christies.com%2Ffeatures%2Fm-c-escher-collecting 
guide-12413-1.aspx&tbnid=-BcjU3YUBG  

oPM&vet=12ahUKEwiLvvj6prH8AhVFn3IEHYWBA7AQMyhTegUIARDnAg..i&docid=gPm7UGGOOmhhTM&w=880&h=550&q=
m .c.%20escher&ved=2ahUKEwiLvvj6prH8AhVFn3IEHYWBA7AQMyhTegUIARDnAg  

http://mag.rochester.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/escher-photo.jpg  
https://i0.wp.com/www.escapeintolife.com/wp-

content/uploads/2010/08/8headsb.jpg? resize=616%2C615  
https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?  

q=tbn:ANd9GcQw8ZwglZoczyWD5PGfVi2iqopNScSZ3Ma2Pg&usqp=CAU  
https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?  

q=tbn:ANd9GcRoJmSwMqrVdJjKcPduO26w5kAF6EAK3CxcAg&usqp=CAU  
https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?  

q=tbn:ANd9GcTzqCpaK07UWJ8IflBN2jUfai2muuwyy_CCpg&usqp=CAU 


