
We are embarking on a whole new journey today and it centers around 
BIOGRAPHIES! That’s right. Books that tell the story of a person’s life are 
biographies. They can be told in many different ways depending upon the author.  

Biographies

A book about a real person’s life.



We are embarking on a whole new journey today and it centers around 
BIOGRAPHIES! That’s right. Books that tell the story of a person’s life are 
biographies. They can be told in many different ways depending upon the author.  

Autobiographies

A book a person writes about their own life.



Lin-Manuel Miranda
And Hamilton



My son is going places!

Lin-Manuel Miranda was born in New York City in 1980. Growing up his parents loved 
listening to Latin music and also musicals. But he also learned about the new genre 
of music called rap from his school bus driver and his sister.



Hmmm … I wonder if I can 
make something out of this 
biography.

While on vacation in 2008, he read a biography about Alexander Hamilton.  It was simply 
called Alexander Hamilton by Ron Chernow. He was inspired to write some hip hop numbers 
about the founding father and started performing them as The Hamilton Mixtape.



I decided to cut out 
his time as a baby. 

Lin-Manuel thought Alexander Hamilton’s life was so thrilling he knew it would make 
for a good play.  First he had to pick which parts of his life would be necessary and 
which he would unfortunately leave out.  It’s a hard choice to make for writers but 
it is very necessary. No one can fit a whole person’s life in a two hour play. 



I could have done 47 but I didn’t 
want to show off. 

After he decided what the best parts were, he wrote the songs about them. Hamilton has 
46 songs in total. It takes a lot of skill to make a whole life into 46 songs. 



With more revisions he created Hamilton: An American Musical. He starred 
as the title character. It premiered in January of 2015 and completely sold 
out. People were blown away by using rap in a musical about American 
history and seeing minorities in the roles of The Founding Fathers. 



The musical went on to win many awards and continues to wow audiences 
to this day. It completely changed the way people think about musicals 
and American history.  This was all possible because Lin-Manuel decided to 
read a biography on vacation.  

Glad I read that book!



These are the 46 songs from 
Hamilton. When you read the song 
titles you may notice that some 
titles seem mysterious while other 
titles give you a definite idea of 
what the song may be about.  An 
author chooses the titles carefully 
to let the listener know what they 
are about to hear and what is 
most important about the song.  
Let’s take a quick test to see the 
difference between these literal 
and poetic choices.












