
CHARACTER 
DEVELOPMENT

Asia Burnett



TOOLS
Pen or Pencil

Markers 

Notepaper

Digital Notepad or Word Document

Imagination
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Intro
Everyone in the world has a story. Every story is 
made up of different lives coming together and 
existing at once. 

Each time we add a different person to our story, 
they add new possibilities which means more 
outcomes.
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KEYWORDS/PHRASES
• Protagonist vs. Antagonist
• Empathy vs. Sympathy
• Depth
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TOPIC ONE
Your Favorite Characters



Who Are Your Favorite 
Characters?
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Think of your favorite characters from a book, television 
show, movie, or play.
• Why are they your favorite character?
• Do you relate to them? 
• Empathize?



MY LINE UP CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT

Michael Myers Olivia Benson Miles Morales Jesminder Bhamra
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The way to get 
started is to quit 
talking and begin 
doing.

Walt Disney
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Deep Dive
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To create the best characters, you need to deep dive. You 
can always start with jotting your ideas down.

• Using you note paper draw an oval. In the middle of your 
oval title: “IDEAS” or “STORY DUMP”

• This will be a visual representation of your first line of 
ideas.



2D-3D

Surface Level vs. Depth

Using Questionnaire
http://www.epiguide.com/ep101/writing/charchart.html

https://www.novel-software.com/character-questionnaire/

http://www.epiguide.com/ep101/writing/charchart.html
https://www.novel-software.com/character-questionnaire/


• Novel Factory • Epiguide

Details Matter



FILL IN YOUR DEPTH CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT
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Summary
This is only the beginning. Your 
characters all have a rhyme or 
reason to what they do whether 
the audience knows it or not. 
These tools will help create the 
world they will know and love.
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THANK YOU
Asia Burnett

ArtsLink Theatre Teacher


